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. ol slavery, as (f; instead ot using the measure t, thint you stand ale
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Jarzs G. Di
1. gt I
ey Friend,—As this is the anniversary |

My 1

S'.}i']

Constituuon, and seat fotth the Declaration 1
1533 ; and | have peflécted move, atithis time, on ¢
those importaut documents, than heretofore, as |
mensures are in agitauoa which, in my humbles
apition, are dinn L-:nuull_\' opposed to their princi- ||
ples.  Peemit ne, then, to stale wherein | con- ¥
ceive the etivnts of 1hose brethren, who are striv-
g o forn an abolition political party, appear (o
eontrayens the Counstitution of our Sociely, and
the Declaganion ol the Conyvention, and o reguest
that yea will, it you deem the matter of’ suflicient
impolrmure. make socha reply as you think will
present vhe wiber, aud | wuny say, your side ol the
qaestion, L wrong. Twisn 1o be set right, and
doube por there ure many persons desirous of bie-
ing establishied v toe vath on this subjeet, who,
with me, balievs that wor will give due weight to
the arguments ol those who diller with you, and
reply in a mauner worlhy of the importunce of
the maver uuder consideration.

It has been proposed, s you know, Ly some
proounent  abolitionists, that the Awmerican Anti-
Slayery Society should nominate cundidates for
the offices of President and Viee President of the
United States, nud stuee the Soclety declined doing
it &l e recent meeting st Claveland, Uhio, a
of ubulitionisis, 1 thiz State, have
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Coavention 1
proceeded 1o nominale two persons lor those high
oflices, one ol them being oo otffiver of the parent
institation, and vhe other President ol a State So-

govednment, transcend the power granted.

tation of the

pecified 0 the Constitution nod Declurtion o
he extent permitted by the lnws of the country,
liey were authorized vy «hose 1micnments w ¢

very act, for the stlminment o the ob cets ol Lue

socivty, not forbidden by the laws i the laod. o disiinet politisal pariy, with a view to effect or
ey i Vi sSes 10 change the Government in relation to a peculiar
of the formation of the American Auti-Slavery | be nn abolitionist, reasoning in a similuy Vi Fs Sl fsuliject, violate the constitution of the American
vy my thoughts are naturally turned to the ted, just before L.hu lust meeting of the General | Sgeiaty,
procecdiugs of the Coavention: that udopted e | -“-'-":"“‘Jl.\" (N. ) that that body had coguizance with one or both of the po'itical parties existing at

ol all ecelesinstical maters not expressly forbid- | the time of the organization of the Society—and
[siuce, no matter how Protean the shapes they

\ learned ecelesiastical docing, wuo pr

fen by the Presbytlerian book of discipline.  The
iLn doctrine  was, that ell powers uot expressly

pdelegnted were reserved, aud 11 is apprebended

hat & benevolent or religious society, having a
vritten constitlition, catinot, any more thay o civil
L
1owever,any ambiguity exists, as to the interpreta-
1on of a wrilten constitution, the common way of

ascertuining the meaning, and the views and in.

eutions of the framers, is to inqure into their con-
cinporaneous and subsequent acts.  In this way
he right interpretations of clauses in the Consti-
United States have Leen determin-
the American Auti-

.

The Constitution of

Slavery Society, therefore, may be interpréted,
without difficulty, by the light thrown upon it by
the Declaration, which was almost simultaneously

dopted; by the resolutions and reperts adopled
t various annual and other meetings, disclaim-
1g separate political erganization ; and by the

undisputed import of the Coustitution us under-

tood, till recently, by the great body of our fellow

members.

It has been said that the resolution adopted last

August,at the Nutional Convention at Albany,

vwhich we both concurred, by which the sub-

| ect of political netion was lelt 1o abolitionists in
their different localities, contemplated

rnluicu] or-
der it expe-

anization, should eircumstances ren

ciety, Several members of the Sociery, including dient,  Rather, 1 would say, did that resolution
the editors of leading anti-slavery pavers, are sirei- leave 1he matter in stantu quo,—societies and in-
uously advoeating the lormation of a distinol po- dividuals to take such order, with regard to un-

d

liteal parly, while others, who have not vet no- |
b

furled 1be banner, have too hastily, I think, con-
ceded that it is impossible w prevent the :lduI'J'.'lL'uJ!
of such n measure. ¢
Some members of the Socjety are
it should organize a new poliveal party, while [¢
others, doubting the propriety of such a step, veq-| @
ormmend that abolitionists throvghout the country
organize thewselves into a distinct or third polit-
cal party, not as members ol Aui-Slavety Socie-
tics, but us abolivonists or [riends of homan
vights, At least this may fairly be deduced from
the essays and other acts that have been put forth
by the advocates of o distinct abolition political
party. 1 do no:see, 1 confess, any essential dif-
larence in the principles of these modes of action,
a5 thev both seem to tend o the same result, the
ove appearing 10 be a palpable violation of the
Constitution ol the American Ani-Slavery Soci-|!
ety, and the other an evasion of its virtual prohi- (!
Litions.  Ta this Jeter Lwill vestrier niysell 1w the
supposed direct violation of the Constitation, es- | |
pecially as I have ventured recently to publish |
somne reasons against the direct infruction of that l
instrument by the course pursued by many mem-
bars of one Society, and the inexpediency of form-

ing a third political party.
It is not denied that political s well as moral
action was contempluted at the formution of the
Ameriean Anti-slavery Society, but I apprehend
that the whole political and moral action intend-
ed, is comprehended in the following terms—
warning, appeal, petition, remonstrance, argu-
ment, prayer; and bt all the mensures n view
of the framers of the Constitution are included iu
what has been, from the begimiing of this benev-
olent enterprise, termed MORAL SUASION, 1|
except, of course, (he privilege of voling, a 1:ighl
existing prior 1o the [ormation of our BSociety, ||
Aboltionists did not dislrunchise themselves by
associating to overthrow slavery by moral means,
although they virtally agreed, in their constitu-
tion, o act as a moral and not a political associa-
tion. All the right that exists w use political ac-
tion, as a society, is derived from their constit-
tion. Under the priov right, therefore, and the|:
provisions of their constitulion, a large portion of
the members of the Anti-Slavery Society, in ad-
dition to,other mensures, have petitioned Congress,
and State Legislatures, and many of them have
been favorable to voting irrespective of party, and
only for those whoare in favor of the great prin-
rlpﬁe of immediate emancipation. Abolitionists,
generally, huve expressed a desire to do “all that
is lawiuly" in their power, to use the language of
the constitution, not inconsistent with the above
terms, or the recognized principles of the charter
of our association. But the political action orig-
inally contemplated by the abolitionists, in their
associated capacity, or authorized by the constitu-
tion, does not, in my view, include or allow a dis-
tinet political organization, as I will now attewpt

1o prove,

In the preamble to the constitution is the follow-
ing clause :—"and whereas we believe that it is
racticable, by appeals to the conscieice, hearts, and
anterests of the peaple, to nwaken a public senti-
ment throughout the nation,"—and in the con-
stitntion itself is this passage— i1 shall aim to
convince all our fellow-citizens by arguments ad-
dressed to their understandings and consciences,
& In the Declaration put forth by the Con
vention that adopted the constitution, the inten-
tions of the founders thereal, are expressed in the
* following langunge—* We shall organize Anti-
“na Slavery Societies—we shall send forth agents 10
lift up the voice of remonstrance, of warning,
of entreaty, nnd rebuke—ive shall ecirculate anj-
slavery' tracts and periodicals—we shall enlist
the pulpit and the press—we shall aim at the pu-
rification of the churches—we shall encourage
the labor of freemen—we shall spare noe exer-
lions nor means to bring the whole nation to
speedy repentance,” And it was solemnly and
empbatically added—*“ovr TRUST FOR VICTORY IS
soLELY IN Gop,”
It would seem that the principles of the Con-
stitution, and the wmodus operandi, were clenrly
and fully expressed in these quotations, and that
any action, not obviously and fairly conprehen-
ded in the instrument, iz unconstitutional. But
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it is said by some that by the constitution the
members of the Society are obligated to do “all

il it
formation of a distinet a bolition political party, by

isputed political action, ns thesi might geem
est,  ‘I'he resolution asserted noaew principle,
ut, waiving the recommendation of any specilic
ourse on the subjecy, lefl the matter to the judg-

iment of abolitionists 10 act, according the exigen-

ies that might arise, but agreably to the acknowl-
dged principles of the Constitution.

If, my dear sir, I have been able to show, or
an be proved by some abler pen, that the

fie American Anti-Slavery Society, or any of its

auxiliaries, is conteary Lo our constitation, it seems

o follow, as o nnter of course, that no organ ol
he anti-slavery society should advoeate such a
neasure, or any oflicer of the parent and other

societies allow himself to be in nomination for of-

ice by such a party. While our present cousti-

tution exists unamended, it appears to me our du-

y to conform to its obvious provisions, o continue
o press upon the hearis and consciences of our
ountrymen the sacred doctrines avowed in it, to
ersist i voting irrespective of party for those,
it those only, who are the friends of impartial
iberty, and immediate emancipation, leaving to

others, who think moral suasion less effective

han separate political action, the responsibility of

organizing and sustaining an abolition political
party.
a measure, let the adherents of the American

While they devote their energies to such

Anti-Slavery Society mainlain the spirit of the

Constitution, and not, disregarding its letter and

sbvions meaning, act upon the doctrine of expedi-
mey, so oflen’ and strenvously repadiated by the
viends of lunan rights.  Confining ourselves to
be plain provisions of the Constitution, annual

reports, nnd resolutions, abolitionists need not be

wnderany apprehension of inaction in their ranks ;

for new modes of action will be presented in the

irogress of the cause that are indisputably incon-

sistent with what bas heen, until recently, under-
stood ta be the principles of our association.
When the Constitution requives amendment, a

-onstitutional number can atany time avail them-

selves of the provision made in the instrament it-
sell by adopting such amendments as the light

ifforded by experience may suggest. But until

amendments are made, authorizing separate po-
litical action, by which I mean the formation of a
distinet political abolition party, is it not bevter to
keep withiu pale of the Constitution? In this way
we may hope lo commend the cause to the well-
principled in our land, keep ourselves from the
contaminating influences of partizan warfare, and
suspicious of interested motives, while we confi-
| dently hope for the continued guidance and aid of
the God of the oppressed.

What success I may have in this letter of con-
vineing you, my dear sir, of the unconstitutional

lendency of measures in agitation, or what easy |’
and convincing way you may have of refuting

iy reasoning, 1 will not venture to anticipate,

but so clearly does the obligalion of “total absti-
nence” from any abolition pelitical party appear to

to my mind, as the duty of the American Anti-
Slavery Society, and its Auxiliaries, a%d their

members, that I feel constrained, at the risk of

having wy argument refuted, to present this view

of the subject, in hope that it may tend to aliav
the spirit so ardently engaged to form a distinct
political party, and thus, as I fear, bring about the

prostration of our association as a moral and re-
ligious institution.
With regard and respeet, your's &z,
LEWIS TAPPAN.
REPLY . -
New Yorg, Dec. 9,'39.
To Lewis Tappan, Esq.
Very Dear Sir,—Your friendly letter was han-
ded 1o me this morning.  As it 1s to be published

in the Emancipator of this weel, it is thought

advisable that the Answer should accompany it.
[ shall, 1 fear, have but little time for more than

briefly, and perhaps imperfectly examine your

principle position.

I do not remember, in any thing I have seen
heretofore in reference to forming a third political
party, that its unconstitutionatity has been hinted
at, or insisted on. The measure has been oppos-
ed as inexpedient—as showing onr instability—
as highly injurious to vs in the estimation ol our
fellow-citizens generally, and as tending greatly
to retard, il not o defeqt our object. No one but

faned; gonly

respect thut 1 owe to an opin- |
on, which, after due examination, you entertain,
el thidl woilhy to Le published.

Vour pusition is—that abolitionisis, 1y forming

You concede, that action, in unison

have assumed [rom time 1o time, was contempla-
ted by the Constitution;—that to vote with them
and wssist them 1o elect such of their purtizans as
are favaorable to our views is allowabic. Neither
is there, in your mind, any question, that, accor-
ding to ihe Albany resolutions, we ought 1o vote
for no candidates for certnin  offices wlhio are not
fully with us on the subject of dmmediate emanvi-
pation. If the foregoing ia what you gt the
whole question, so fur as it 15 a practical one, and
worthy of consideration, is narrowed down to this
—May abolitionists themselves, select for their
suffrages such of their fellow cilizens as they
Lnow 1o lie true to the cavse of human freedom
—men who consider the abolition of slavery as
the mest important politicnl question now pressing
on this paton, and hold them up, separaie and
nparL, as the represeatatives of their principles :

or are they bound by the constitution to vole only |,

for such abolitionists as the nominating caucuses
of the Whig and Democratic party may respec-
tively select for them—men who regard every
subject coming before them in the course of legis-
lation with an eye, first to the consolidation of
their parvty—anext, to the furtherance of emanci-
pation. This iz the true question. You may
perlmps rep'l_v. that we are not bound to vote for
siich—Lut that every voter may if he choose, vole
for any other abolitiomst whom he may prefer 1o
the one in nomination.  But if this be so, we
may, instead ol two partics have three or a hun-
dred.  Each man—or il he draw to him five or
ten or twenty more, who shall thus vote,—is in el
lect, a par'y.

I wish tﬁml the lonse expression “moral and po-
litieal action” had not been inserted in the “Dee-
laration"—since political nction Is but a spevies
of moral action. As they now stand, they seem
to some persons to mean different and almost op-
posite things. If moral action had alone been
spoken of, all confusion ol ideas would have
been avoided. By wmoral action was intended
praceful action—such uction ns can be put forth
in consistence with the constitution and laws of the
country—-and such as is, tkerefore, peaceful,
It was oppoesed 1o forcible; and any one will be
convinced of this who, in reading the Declaration.
will notice how carefully the proiected anti-slave-
ry movement is contrasted with the forcille part
of the American Revolution. If I am right in
giving this comprehensive meaning to the word
moaral, ali our action was intended 1o be of that
choracter,—whether we acted on the polilics—or
the religion—or the comnmierce—or the mechani-
cal, or laboring interests of the country, It was
all moral, because persnasive and peacelul. T
was to all intents and  purposes what you eall o
system of noraL suasion, to be followed up, as 1
believe, by a corresponiding course of action,

You say, that the constituents of the “moral
suasion”™ of the Constitution are, “warning, ¢p-
peal, petition, remonstrance, argument, prayer.”
But abolitionists have vwed “irrespestive of par-
ty and only for those who are in favor of the
areat principle of emancipation.”  Now, I am nun-
able to see low, in virtwe alone of any one of
these conslituents, or of any number of them com-
bined, an ubalitionist can eluim to vote at ally or
if it be conceded that he can vote, where is the
grovnd of his obligation to vote for candidates
presented by two parties—both, as such, hostile to
him—any more than to vote for such as he may
himself select without any reference to these par-
ties, but simply with a view to principles! i
may be replied, the right to vote is n right prior
to the instilution of the Society. DBut is any
thing gained by this? For it may also be said,
that the right to form a third party, or to vote {oy
a third party if formed by others, is just as old
and as undeniable as the night to vote. Iersons
acquire no additional political rights—neither do
they lose any—Dby joining the Society.  All that
the Society asks of its members is to use the
rights already possessed in such a way as will
best promote the peacelul emnncipation of the
slaves, whether it be, by influencing the existing
parties, or any other which may epring up
in the country and be more effective for that ob-
jecls
Suppose, there had been in exisence at the
time of the formation of the American Society,
tliree, instead of two political parties in the country,
would the Constitution bind us 1o vate for any
two of them tothe exclusion of the third? Or,
suppose, that, persons not members of the Anti-
Slavery Society, and, therefore, not bound by
what you helieve to be its rules in this matter,
were new o nominale as their candidates, none
but men of good moral character and of the most
approved anti-slavery sentiments?  Where wonld
my excellent (riend Lewis Tappan be found on the
day of the election? 1 doubt not, in his proper
place, supporting the right men.

And if such a parly sere to rise up, selling out
with never so few honest men, who had become
disgusted at the practices of the two parties with
which they had heretofore acted, would vou be
the first to address them on this wise ?—*You
had betier retirn aud vote with yourold parties
—they are very corrupl, it is triie ; and, as parties,
utterly opposed 10 your views, but just as sure ns
you vole by vourselves, and set up candidates
who truly represent yoor principles, and try by a
rigid adberence to them, and by the republican
honesty of your lives, 1o win over.others to adopi
them, you will become corrupi and go the way
of all parties who liave gone before you. As
you valuz your puril_'.‘. and peace, nlu_i respecia-
bihty, and “fear the resentment of your old nsso- |
ciates, fly back to thewn and never more think of|
separation.” You, my dear sir, would be among
the lagt to give sugh counsel—and ameng the
lirst 1o abandon the society if it debarred you
from voting with such a party.

it 15 practicable, by appenls 10 the consciences,
hearts and dnterests ol the people, to wwalen a
public sentiment throughout the nation™—*it (the
association) shall aim to convinee all ont fellow-
citizens, by arguments addressed to their under-
standings and consciences,” &c.—"we owe it to
the oppressed,” &c.—*to do all that js fnw fully
within onr power to bring ahout the extinction of
slavery,”-~—and you seem o think thut every
thing that ean be done, in virtue of them is inclu-

ded i the following specifications Tound in the

& Declaration.”  Wa shall organize Anti-Siave-
riy Sacieties—send forth egents lo liftup the voice
f:__-" remonytrence, ::-," warnine, of entreaty apnd re-
lake—ciroulate tracts and periodicals—enlist the
pndpit apd the press—aim ol the prrification of
the churches, and encourage the laboyr of free-
e,

Now, ilthe specifications include «ZZ that abo-
litionists in their ©ssoeinted capacity can conslitu-
tionally do, where s our authority for sending
out “linnncial™ agents, and raising money—for
printing other books than tracts and periodicals—
for sending wwo gentlemen 1o the West Indies 1o
explore the state of things there—for sending a
delogntion o attend the Convention to he held in
London next June—or for appealing 1o the “in-
terests,” the pecuninry interests of the slaveliol-
ders and those connected with them ?
fications contained nothing of this sort.  Bul
you reply, these things are undeniably. if not
palpnbly mecessary to the furtherance of the cause.
| grant vouo,they are. But how can you adopi
them? They are ot included in the specifica-
tions—and the specifications contain, according
to your view, o fudl vonmeration of all the powers
exercised vunder the constitution,

Now, I say, that the specifications, ns fur as
they go, are consistent with the consiitution, b
that they never were intended as a full envmera-
tion of eonstitutional powers—They are bt mere
examples. I they were not, where was the ne
cessity of adding to them, that, “we shall spare
noegertions nor means 1o bring the whole nation
lo speedy repentance !™  Thiz is not surplusage
—it is intended for somie oliject.  Doubtless, o
cover such action as was not then forseen to be
necessnry to the cause, andeswhich, of covrse,
could not be provided for—but which might in
the vivissitudes of our nationsl afiisivs become al-
together essentinl to its suecess.  Under i
pledge contained in the constiution that we will
do “all that is lawfully within our power,” &e.
we hnve done many things net incompatible (1
arant) with what is  epeeified. These 1hings
have been done, because they were capedient for
the advancement of the cause. Now, the forma-
tion of a kird parly may also become expeldient
for the same olsject—and)if it is not forbidden by
the laws of the country, “and not at variance with
any provision of the constitution, or with any of
the specifications of the Declaration, (should ‘you
choose to consider that document obligatory,)
where is the sufficient reazon for not adopting the
third party mode of political action if it really be
more cffective than the two party-system which
has already so often failed us 2 If that should be
thought the best mode of action fer the extinetion
nf slavery, we stand pledged o adopt it, hecause
it is “lawfully in our power"—there being noth-
ing in the laws of the country or of the Svciety,
forbidding it

Il your constitution Le right, abolitionists can-
not, in any future tine, vote for the candidate of g
hivd party without a change in the constitution.
Liet us wke a case then, 1o show how this would
lie rightin the way opposing the extin:tion of
slavery,  We will suppose there are 89,001 yvotes
in this city and county—that 13.000 of themare
whigs—13,000 dewocrats—and 13,000 of a third,
or anti-slavery party.  Thus they vote and are ti-
ed, whilst you have the last and deeiding vote.
Suppose yon were to vote for one of the two old
parties, or refuse to vole atnll—and chonld Le
asked for the rearon of yonr course.  Where
in the Constitution or the Declaration ean yon
find any thing forbidding you o vote for a third
party—whilst you might be toll, it was as “law-
fully in your power™ to vote for third party as
for the first or second.

It strikes"me that the proceedings a: Albany, in
relation to this subject, militate strongly  aaninst
your constitution.

In none of the arguments there used against
the fonmation of a distinet pnrty, was the consti-
tutionality of such a meazuve oljected 1o or even
hinted at.  Mr. Loring, whose views deservedly
had great infiuence with the Convention, whilst
carnestly deprecating the formation of a third
party, did not once allude 10 it—hut warmly en-
treated, whatever might be done in this matter, at
a futore time, that it might be delayed for the
present. It is hardly to be supposed, if the in-
stitution of o third party is <o plainly unconsti-
tutional as it now seems to you, that so impor-
tant a point would have been overlooked, on that
occasion, by the skilful and discriminating men,
(yoursell nmong them) who were and are stll op-
posed w the mensure; and that the following
preamble and resolution would buve passed with-
oulany serious opposition.

“ Wherens, the subject of nominating distinet
Anti-Slavery candidates for offices in the gilt of
the people has been presented Lo this Convention,
therefore

“ Resolved, That it e recommended to Aboli-
tionists 1o adopt such course in their respective
sections of the country, as will, in their jodgment,
best sulserve the cause of immedinle emancipa-
tion.™”

To this compromise, for it was strietly such
between the advoentes and opponents of a third |
parly, the whole question is treated as one of t":-}
pediency. In some sections of the conntry, nom-
inating distinct anti-slavery candidates might best |
stiibserve the eause of vu!;lucipulmn. n l‘l-“lh‘h-l
pot. If. in the judgment of abolitionists residing
in particnlar sections, it would, they were recom-
mended o nominate, I it would 1.lnt, they warp
recommended not to naminate.  No xCmesT
decision of a question coald wore nearly approach
a pirger one than this,  This conelusion ean b
avoided oply on the supposition thut the questing |
did notocear 1o the convention.  But this eanno

The speci- |

e

1 . : ] » - .
plainly and palpably unconstituticnal as you con-

lone, cnnmot 1o the slightest tion the following passape :—“We believe, that|siderivin be,
(=] [ ] ]

Alwlitionists onght todo  whatever the laws of
the land, (presumed pot tn be inconsistent with
e divine lnw) permit, for the extinction of sla-
very. Tothis they stand pledged 10 the op=
pressed, 1o their fellow citizens who hold slaves,
tothe whaole country, to posterity and 1o God."—
| Becauge they associnle 1--5;!.'1}|er. 1o effect n partic-
ulay abject, they are no! on that acconnt 1o be
set down as acting with DELEGATED powers, and
therefore to be subjected to rules of strict construe-
tion as o the extent of them.  There is no dele-
gation in the matter. Abolitionists associale to-
gether with the view of vy ING powers that have
xot been delegated——such ns are reserved 10
them as the people—to accomplish a lawful end.

It eould not have occurred 1o the Rev, gentle-

man, whe thought that the General Assembly of
1 - 1 .
the Presbyterian Church had cognizance olyall

eccelesiastical ‘matters not expressly forbidden in
the Book of Discipline, that the -J\.'aﬂbmlaly acts
not with original, but delegated powers—-and
that, therejore, the exercise of these (powers
oucht to he subjected to striot construction. Al
powers that the Preshyterians, as a bady, have
not conflerred on the General Assomhly, they
have reserved, either 1o subordinate trilnnals, or
to themselves.  The American Anti-Slavery So-
[n'it ly is o primary assembly—ijts [\n'.\('l‘; are
original, not derivative—they are reserved pows-
ers; such as belong to the members, as citizens
of the country, They can delegate powers to
others—ags they have to the Execative Commit-
ice,

| have, now, my dear sir; presented you such
views as I entertain on what you are plensed to
call amy side of the question. T fear, what ] have
written is diffuse and unconnected. The only
npology I can offer is, that I have not had time to

{condense my arguments and throw them into

more lagical form,

_ As your letter callz on me only for such apin-
| ions as | may entertnin on the coxsmrvrionanTy
tol the third party movement, I could wot, perhaps,
{even I time were allowed me, to enter here on
tthe discussion of the eopedicnry of that mensure,
[ [ am unwilling, however, wholly to dismiss the
[ subiect without saying, that instond of feeling np-
| prehensive of disacier to oud couse, from the eq-
geeness now showing itself ameong abolitionists
to UNITE in politieal action, itis o me a cheering
sign of enconrarement.

Our political movement, heretofore, may e com-
pared 1o the wake of 0 vesse] at sea——never in-
drensing in length no matter how wany thovsands
of miles <he may sail, But the presentmovement
shiows that we Lave discovered our mistake—that
there is enough of life and spirit among us 1o at-
tempt its correction—that we are willing to act
as well nstalk—10 overshadw, with this great
question, minor ones that have for a long time dis-
tracted portions of our friends and alienated them
from each other—and that instead of resting satis-
fied with still longer committing our sacred cavse
to the hands of its enemies, or of mere partizans
who, almest uniformly thus far, have either bafiled
of befooled, or betrayed us, we have eonfidence
enough init and inourselves to tuke the roLiTICAL,
as we have the other parts ofit, into our own keep-
ing and under our own mavagement. 1 look on
the independent party movement as prool, not on-
ly of the greater force and energy of the anti-slave-
ry enuse but of its greater expansion; & Lam not
more surprised at it, than I would be, at seeing the
voung of i noble bird, grown too large for the nest,
and feeling its strength and courage equal to the
attempt, committing itsell to the bosorm: of the aip,
and training its powers in the region of thunders
and lightnings and storms.

Very tiuly, your friend,
James G, Buney.

Anxorn Burres.—Our brother Buffum was
at Cincinnati at the lastadvices, A meeting was
advertized in the Cincinnati (azetle, on th*:h‘..’.Qlll,
fnecompanied by the followiog commendatory no-
tice from a Kentucky paper of high standing.
The good report is doubtless nst, lhn-.'insimmli:)ﬁs
about delusion will pass for what they are worth.

From the Loulsyille Journal, edited by Geo. IN Prentice.

The American Anti-Slavery Society has dale-
gated ten lecturers to the différent portions of the
United States. ~ They have sent Mr. Arnold Buf-
fum to Indinna. We nsed to gnow Mr, Butliim
very intimotely ; we lived within a few vards of
him nearly ten years. He isa fine old Quaker
gentleman, talented, energetie, eloquent, and pirks
sessed of as benevolent a lieatt as ever throbbed
ma homan bosom.  However deplorable may he
his delusion upon the subject of abolition, we
kuow liim to be honest init; and we sincerely
hope, that, donng his pilgrimage in the West, ne
way from the interesting and high-souled daugh-
ters that bless his domestic (jre-side, he will he
treated with no personal unkindyess,

&

Ricuany Rorgrr Maooes, M. D.—This gen-
tlemen sailed from this port in the ship Roscius,
on Monday, 25th ult., leaving his deposition with
respeet to his knowledge of facts reiative 1o the
Africans of the Amistad, in the District Court of
Connecticut, and with respect 1o the same, and
his knowledge of Ruiz, in the Court of Common
Picns in this cily.—"The substance of his fleposition
hias fonnd its way into the newspnpers, snd the
facts disclosed will astound the people of this coun-
try. Tt will be found in mnother colummn.  Does
tor Madden has visited Washington, and inid be-
fore the President of the United Stntes and the
British Minister, imporiant testimony with re
envd (o the captured Africans, and  the iniquitons
proceedings in the Island of Cuba. This zeolous
phitanthropist, doring e short visit 1o this coun-
trys has pevformed st imporinst service to the
cause ol nmanity,

B. F. Buder, Esg. U 8. Attorney for this
District, assisted by Mr, Purvov, the Spanish At-

| . X i y
toroey, 1n taking tha Dr.s deposition Lo use in the

About four
De. M, after-

s rematrked that every thing in the testimas

eilits npainst Rizand Montez hore.
honrs was consmmed intnking i,

vy

| o that eould in any wise nppear favorable 1o the

iected to by “he Uni-
Baoth here and at Hariford,
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be seriously insisted upon, if the quesiisn issofthe whole legal weightand induence of the U, S,



